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LITTLE ITALY'S FETE DAY |

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Car-
~ mel Celebrated.

M‘_ANY THOUSANDS TAKE PAR

Houses Too Cramped to Shelter Guests
from Other Cities— Scenes in
Church and Street.

- * Tittle Ttaly,”” which is that portion of
Harlem comprised between East One Hun-
dred and Third and One Hundred and Sixth
Streets, was out In gala attire yesterday,
Wwhich was the day of the feast of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel. A crowd of Italians esti-
mated variously at from 40,000 to 75,000 be-
gieged the shrine in the Church of Our
Yady of Mount Carmel, at One Hundred
and Fifteenth Street and Avenue A, from
4 o'clook in the morning until late at night,
bringing with them as offerings candles of
g1l sizes, money, jewelry, wax figures, and
in one case a pair of spectacles.

. Every house inhabited by Italians in Har.
fem was decorated with gay blue and pink
hangings, with American and Italian flags
and with green branches of trees. In almost
every house was a little altar with a sta-
tuette of the Madonna on it, and every
street i{n the nelghborhood was crowded
from morning until night with Italians of
all ages and conditions, every man, woman,
and child carrying some offering to lay at
the feet of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
# the Lady Patroness of Naples.”

MANY CAMP IN THE STREET.

The Italians who visited the Church of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel yesterday came
from =all over the eastern portions of the
country. Many came from Boston, Chica-
go, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and
‘Albany, and thousands of others came from
PBrooklyn and the various small towns in
New Jersey and Long Island. Although
every Itallan house in the neighborhood
was thrown open to the pilgrims, hundreds
of the Itallans from other ocities who ar-
rived in New York the day before were
forced to spend the night on the street and
in nooks and corners along the river front.
They did so contentedly, however, and
when the whole of ‘ Little Italy® was
ewakened at the beginning of the feast by
the booming of giant firecrackers early
yesterday morning, they arose, smoothed
out their crumpled fineries, and started out
to enjoy the day.

Long before daylight every house had
poured out its quota to join the throng, and
when the sun rose the streets were ablaze
with bright colors, Every Italian had
donned the best clothes his or her wardrobe
contained, and the general effect was daz-
zling. Bright red and yellow handkerchiefs
covered the heads of the women, while
their dresses were in most instances of

ink or green silk. Many of the men worse
f{ittle velvet coats, and carried canes wound
round and round with red, white and blue
ribbons. There were girls dressed from
thead to foot in white or yellow, with long
veils hanging from their heads; young wo-
men, almost all of them carrying babies,
gnd old women wearing bright-colored
ehawls and handkerchiefs.

THE STREET STALLS.

Every street was lined on both sides with
ptalls, at which candles, fruit, Italian
pastry, long strings of smoked Italian
chestnuts and hazelnuts, and buttons bear-
fng the image of the Madonna were sold.
Ytalian wines, beer, and Italian cigars,
which are rather long and have something
that looks like a straw sticking out of one
end, were for sale in almost every other
store. Men peddling song books, pam-
phlets containing the history of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel in Italian, and fruits of
various kinds did a good business, and an
enterprising east sider who appeared with
two wagonloads of tin cans had disposed
of them all in almost half an hour to_ the
Italians, who afterward had them filled
with beer in the neighboring saloons.

In spite of the great throng, the police
had no difficulty in maintaining order.
Capt. Haughey, with two Sergeants, three
Roundsmen-and fifty patrolmen, were soat-
tered throughout * Little Italy,” but they
‘had practically nothing to do. Ewery Ital-
den was in good humor, there were no
fights, and not a single Itallan was ar-
rested. 4

The church was thrown open at 4 o’clock
vesterday morning, and mass was cele-
brated every half hour until 11 o’clock,
when high mass was celebrated. In the
meantirae the doors to the basement of the
church were thrown open, and the immence
concourse of Italians who were waiting out-
side, laden with offerings, were admitted.
All day Jong they bvoured through the
church, and by nightfall the altar was al-
most hidden by the piles of candles, jewelry,
and other offerings which had been de-
posited before it.

MADONNA'S PICTURE FOR ALL.

Father Dolan, assisted by six priests at-
tached to the church of Our Lady of Mount

Carmel, and ten Itallan Driests from
.¢churches in the neighboring towns, had
charge of the services. Each Italian re-
ceived a picture of the Madonna in a
leather case. All pressed it reverently to
“their lips.
- Tre candles, which formed the greater
part of the offerings, were of all sizes, from
The httle yvellow candles which the babiasg
dropped on the altar from _their chubby
“hands, 0 a great candle eight feet tall
and ten inches in diameter, which a devout
";pi]grim carried all the way from Boston.
ifhe intense- heat yvesterday melted many
.af taese candles before their bearers could
force their way through the crowd into the
church, and there were piles and piles of
~ihem twisted into all sorts of grotesque
‘shapes Jying nefore the altar.

AMany of the Italians, instead of giving
eandles, took the gold earrings from their
.pars. and deposited them before the altar
with a muttered prayer.  Others gave
““money, and stiil others gave waxen Imagoes
- pf hands or feet, and sometimes of faces.
:These were votive offerings.

- The seven Iialian societies, including the
“rengregation of Mount Carmel, paraded

through the streets preceded by bands in

the morning. The congregation of Mount
~ Carmel, which is the largest of the so-
_ pieties, came last. Its white banner, which
- was carried by four men., was preceded by
“‘eight little girls carrying burning candles.

PIN GIFTS TO THE BANNER.

The parade moved very slowly, for every
few minutes it was stopped by throngs of
devotces who pinned oifferings, generally

., dollar bills or small articles of lewelry,

. on the banner of Our Lady of Carmel.

. When it was returned to the church again

. it was covered with these gifts; which were

- stripped from it and added to the pile in

. iront of the altar.

- “'The parade was repeated again in the af-
ternoon, when the regular ceremonies of

-« the day were finished.

. After that, the Italians, having made
their offerings, devbted themselves entirely
to the festivitles.

Severa! C(lentral Office detectives were
_scatiered through the crowd all day, .and
4 at nighifall twenty-seven men declared by

the police to be pickpockets were locked
un in.-the East One Hundred and Fourth
Sireet Station.

The ©wast QOne Hundred and Fourth
Sircet Police Station was besieged yester-
day afternoon and night by Italians look-

- ing for lost children. 'There were over
fortv inquiries. Up to midnight last night
‘a dozen of the wanderers had been brought

_ to ine station, where they were claimed
+ by their parents.

“ ALLIGATOR AT THE WOOL CLUB.

: John P. Faure's Trophy .of a Vacatlon
Spent in Florida.

he members of the Wool Club found a
surprisz awaiting them when they reached
the club rooms yesterday. It—the surprise—

. was at one end of the smoking room, which
© 4t filled, and it was an unusual club orna-

ment.
John P. Faure, the Secretary and one of

the founders of the club, took a vacation
ir. Florida in April, and in the Ochwhalla
River he shot a nine-foot alligator, which
has been mounted and now stands in the
¢lub rooms on & handsomely polished
twenty-fnch cypress plank from the Black
Cvypress Swamp in Central Florida. An-
other member of the club who is going ex-
ects to make a similar contribution, and
as asked if a young seal would be accept-

able.
The alligator weighed 210 pounds and
was estimated to be fifteen years old.



